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About the Scholastic Writers Academy Programme

This is an online writing programme where aspiring authors are given an opportunity to hone their
writing skills and become published authors under an international brand.

Writers with a flair and passion of writing are:
e Selected through a simple online testing
e Mentored in a 10-day online programme
e Published under the international brand name of Scholastic

Eligibility to join Scholastic Writers Academy

Anyone with a knack for storytelling and a passion for the written word
Age: 18 + years

Participation Fees

» Mentoring Fees:
On clearing the selection test, there is a mentoring fee of INR 20,000* + GST applicable.
Enrolling with the mentoring fee ensures:
o Participation in the 20-hours (10-day) mentoring session
o Final story being published by Scholastic India
o One copy of the final anthology (sent to the participants residence)

Selection Rounds

1. How many rounds of selection are there?
There is one round of selection test that each participant has to clear to be eligible for mentoring




2. How will the testing be done?
The testing will be conducted online, on the video conferencing application called Zoom
(https://zoom.us).

3. How long will the testing take?
The test takes about 45-60 minutes.

4. When will the result be announced?
The results of the testing within a week.

5. What do | require to be able to participate?
e You need a laptop or a desktop. The computer should be equipped with a working
microphone and camera.
You will need an internet connection to get online and will also have to install and activate
the application Zoom by Microsoft (https://zoom.us).
You will need to email your answer during the test session
You will not be able to attend the mentoring programme using a phone, a tablet or an ipad

6. Is preparation required for the test?
No prior preparation is required. However, you should be able to write clearly and without errors of
grammar, spelling, punctuation or syntax.

7. In what language will the test be conducted?
The test, the mentoring sessions and the final book would all be in English

Mentoring Sessions

1. When will the mentoring begin?
The mentoring batch will begin within 30 days after we have announced the results of the selection
test, as soon as the batch has the requisite number of participants.

2. How long will the mentoring session last each day and for how many days?
The online mentoring will be held for two hours (120 minutes) every day, for 10 days. (conducted on
weekdays)

3. What will the writers and the mentor do during those ten days?
Working with the mentor, the selected candidates will pitch unique story ideas, develop them and
complete the manuscripts of their individual short stories — under the mentor’s close guidance.

4. s it compulsory to attend all days of the mentoring sessions?
Yes, it is compulsory to attend all the days of the mentoring. Each day is unique.

5. What if | miss a day or a few days of the mentoring? Will | be given special classes?
No, there will be no special classes for absentees. Please make sure that if selected, you attend all
the sessions.




6. What will happen at the end of ten days?
At the end of the ten days, each writer’s short story manuscript will be ready.

After that the manuscripts, will be edited, refined, and compiled as a printed book of short stories.

7. Do my ideas have to be original or can | copy any story from the internet and use it?

Your ideas have to be absolutely original. You cannot take anyone else’s idea, whether from a book, a
film, a television programme, YouTube, a blog or any other source, whether digital or printed. Your
entire story will be written during the mentoring programme.

The stories should contain content/text/ideas which are entirely the own work of the writer. Any
evidence to the contrary will result in immediate disqualification. By submitting the stories to this
programme the writers undertake and declare that such stories are their own and autonomous work
and have not been copied, paraphrased either from any literary work (published or unpublished) or
visual works including but not limited to articles, books, newspapers, blogs, movies, series and other
online content. The writer understands and agrees that plagiarism detection software will be used on
his/her such submitted stories.

The stories shall be written only for the purposes of the programme and must not have been published,
self-published, published on any website, blog, online forum, or on any other platform.

8. Who are the mentors?

Our mentors are highly qualified and experienced teachers, professors, journalists, novelists and
guides. They are experts in the literary field with experience in working with young adults, and
adults.

9. Will the writers be required to write a story on a given theme?
No, each participant will think of a unique story to write.

10. What kind of a story can | NOT write?

The stories published under the Scholastic Writers Academy banner are intended for entertainment
purposes. Any story that contains content that hurts the sentiments of any individual, community,
sect, religion, institution, organisation and nationality will not be published. Further, the content
cannot be offensive to readers and this may include but not be limited to content that is vulgar,
obscene or sexual in nature. In each case, the decision of the mentor in the selection of the final
story and its contents will be final and binding.

Publishing of the Story

1. How long will it take for the book to be released?
The book will be ready for release in approximately 6-7 months after the completion of the
mentoring sessions

2. Why will the editing take so long?

Each writer deserves the keen attention of a qualified and experienced editor. That is how a good
story becomes an outstanding one. It is not only editing; review, corrections and proofreading also
take time. A book of quality needs time to be prepared.




3. What kind of a book will it be?
It will be a printed book. The book will be available on Amazon.

4. How will you promote the book?
Scholastic websites, social media, including Facebook, twitter, Instagram and blogs.

5. How big will a group of writers be?
A group of writers will consist of 18-20 participants in a mentoring-batch.

6. What is copyright protection and why the same story cannot be used on multiple platforms?
Copyright is an intellectual property right attributed to the skill, knowledge, idea and efforts of an
individual in the creation and expression of an original idea. Copyright protects original works such as
literary, dramatic, musical and artistic works. Copyright protection is automatically provided under
the Copyright Act 1968, and gives the creator of the work various rights and be recognised as its
creator.

As per the arrangement under Scholastic Writers Academy, all the Intellectual Property rights in the
stories originally created under Mentoring Programme are to be transferred to Scholastic. This is the
reason why the same story cannot be used on multiple platforms.

About the Publisher

Scholastic is the world’s largest publisher and distributor of children’s books. It has been in existence
for over 100 years and has its presence in over 165 countries.




